Basic Morphology and Attached Words

Vowels

1 A closed unaccented syllable must have a shevelo

2 Short vowels prefer either closed unaccentealsids or open accented syllables.
Long vowels prefer either closed accented syllabtespen pretonic syllables.
Sheva vowels prefer open propretonic syllables.

3 When the accent is moved, an open propretonievoay be reduced to sheva,
5313 to 5.

4 When the accent is moved, an open pretonic vavegl be lengthened2? to
‘J'ﬁ;t he remembered me (sometimes it is reducetip to 2 W judges [ptc]).

5 When the accent is moved, a long vowel in an cerated closed syllable may be
shortenedn27 to0>72.

Gutturals

1 Guttural letter& 1 1 Y, and? cannot be doubled (take a dagesh forte).

2 An inflection that normally causes doubling afansonant will, in the case of a
guttural letter or resh, cause the vowel precethieguttural letter to lengthen in
compensation.

3 Gutturals take composite shevas—e.qg., the imigeraf 2% is 72U break and
the imperative ofi2Y is 72y crossover.

4 A composite sheva under a guttural will attraftilevowel, corresponding to the
composite sheva, to the position before the gdttnra;g‘_) to/for wise men.

5 Most gutturals prefer patach before and/or utidem. Gutturals attract furtive

patach after a full vowel (compapad andri7). X prefers segab or g,
especially as the first root letter.

Weak Consonants

1

In addition to vowels changes there are manyamenrstal changes, chiefly these
severm * N 1 22 R 71 (see Jouon, 34a). The namy* Jonah is a device for the
letters that often assimilate or drop out.

> 3 11 X are weak and under certain circumstances losedbesonantal
character (sometimes callgdiescent letters because theguiesce—go silent).
andy may merge with vowels and become hireg-yo@r holem-vaw, and: and
X may become silent and simply retained in the amitext.

The vaw and yod function as consonants and vowels and as semiigowe
depending on how they are used. When" begin a syllable they function as a
consonant; when they end a syllable the combinie thé# vowel and create a
diphthong, some of which act as vowels (fik¢ and some as semi-vowels (like
0). This dual functioning is akin to the Englishtézt w and .

(a) Al at the end of a syllable will often be assimilaitetd the next consonant
via a dagesh fortg¢f he will give (fromm3). (b) Al will not assimilate if it is the
third root Ietter:m;ég I grew old. (c) A will not assimilate if it is followed by a

guttural or a resh.
One exception to the weak letter rules is pedactimperfect verb forms. No
part of the pf or impf forms themselves will evesnilate.
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O Attached Words—article, prepositions, conjunction (@1 2 2 5 112)

1 When theaarticle attaches to the front of a word the first leteedoubled=:1
(’[‘??;5,73), except for gutturals and resh. In the case eftbaker gutturals » and
1 the patach is normally lengthened in compensatigmnx:1, ]’_I}U, wRIT).

Before harsh gutturafs mitis (5;'30). Before unaccented ¥ 1T itis

("2Y77 the dust, 021171 the wise man) and before accented U its isiT (97177).

(The following charts adapted froRebrew Tutor materials.)

Article
Normal oh) Ton Tonn theking
Beforer orm ) Ton Tona  thefaithful-love
BeforeX D 9 - U YR theman
Beforer or ) (accentedn) 71 a0 thehill
unaccented or :
' (unaccentedt) 21771 277 thehills

Often before or? ] =Nl oo 1 thechildren

2 If aninseparable preposition, is placed onto a word beginning with a sheva, the
prefixed sheva will lengthen to hirdegmy +5 = Sxinub.

3 When an inseparable preposmb’nzﬁ D)is preflxed to a word with an article,
the tends to disappear and give its vowel to the @0, 727117 to 1272,

4 If an inseparable preposition is prefixed to aduvoeginning with, the looses
its consonantal characterim +5 =S,

5 If an inseparable preposmon 5 preflxed to aduoeginning with a guttural and a
composite sheva, the vowel under the prepositidifo@come the corresponding
short vowel?IR +2 ="R2a inalion. 25N is an exception as thelooses its
consonantal character and becomes smenrbx +2 =0 715RD as God.

6 Inseparable prepositions attach to the d|V|neenam:ord|ng to the gere; thus,
from M read asy TR to MY read asy IR to the Lord.

7 Sometimes when attached to the accented syltfigenseparable takes a games,
e.g.,.2"1b toffor water andnay® to rest.

8 Inseparable preposition and vav conjunctionscaffeonunciation similarly,

though not identically. Inseparable prepositioresrast affected by labials and vav
conjunctions are not affected by the article. Hoggltheconjunctive vav

attach? before most consonants (egiN1); 1 beforea 1 2 (bump rule—e.g.,
m*23); 1 before sheva (e. d?;f_tmm), 1 before® (e.g.,DjL_thﬁ'j), corresponding
vowel before composite sheva (€281 except befor@’rf‘?gg-) 0YioNRY); 1

before accent syllable (e.g57151).
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Insepar able Preposition (2 ® ) and Vav Conjunction (3)

2207 ?
Normal DX DD o) likea human, and a human
Before sheva Sxmy - SxmwS Sxamwr  to Samuel, and Samuel
Before composite sheva 1IN nrg'p_g‘; aTIX1  to ground, and ground
Before labials® 1 B) o Thns 751 likeaking, and aking
(normal) (dagesh often
drops fromo or )
Before quiescentsy R 7 oama 77IM  inJudah, and Judah
Before accent syllable D*_rTS ] D*_rg‘; Y71 2% towater, good and evil
Before article TR TN2 YR intheland, and the land
9 Min can stand independently from the word it modi(fés orn), or it can be

attached to it. Whetn is prefixed to “normal” words theis often assimilated
into the first root letter as a dagesh forte, é.g{;g'?;. Since gutturals and resh
cannot be doubled (take a dagesh forte), the pireg®dwel may lengthen in
compensation* + 11 =WRn froma man. Wheni is prefixed to a word with
article the article remains intact, e.gZmBmm.

10 All attached words—=11 1 2 2 5 2 —often cause internal changes in words
by moving the accent, and such.

Normal separate Tonn . I‘T‘mn 1 fromtheking
Normal attached 7on Tonn  fromaking
Before gutturals U YW  fromaman
Before article Tonn Tonmn  fromtheking
Before? a7 77 fromJudah
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